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Baseball is a sport filled with quirky characters, superstitious superstars, and tall
tales. Take, for example, the Curse of the Billy Goat. In 1945, Billy Sianis, a tavern
owner, brought a goat to a Chicago Cubs game, and was ejected due to the animal’s

pungent odor. As he left Wrigley Field, Sianis placed a curse on the Cubs for disre-
specting his goat. The cursed Cubs still haven’t won the World Series since 1908,

but now you can help them! Each base contains one true legend and one that'’s pure

' myth. Circle the baseball next to the legend you think is true. If you make it all the
way around the base path and identify each true legend, you just might appease
| Sianis’s foul-smelling goat and lift the curse off the Cubs. Batter up!

SECOND BASE
The New York Yankees famously put
pinstripes on their uniforms to make
slugging superstar Babe Ruth appear
thinner.

) In the late 1960's, Detroit Tigers All-
Star Denny MclLain drank an entire
can of Pepsi between every inning
of games he pitched.

THIRD BASE
@ As a young man, future Cuban dic-
tator Fidel Castro tried out for the
Washington Senators.

The 1911 Philadelphia A's employed
a hunchback named Louis Van Zelst
for the entire season as a talisman.
Before stepping into batter's box,
the A's rubbed Van Zelst's hump for
good luck. The A's won the World Se-
ries that season, and when Van Zelst
died in 1915, they fell to last place.

{ HOME
@ During his 18-year career, All-Star
Wade Boggs ate chicken before every
game. He also drew “Chai” (the
Hebrew word for “Life”) in the bat-
ter's box before every at-bat, even
though he isn’t Jewish.

In 1985, a former Harvard student,
Tibetan Buddhist, French horn player,
and pitching phenom named Sidd
Finch tried out for the New York Mets.
Before the season began, Finch in-
explicably lost the ability to throw
his amazing fastball and he never
joined the team.
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